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Our  Mission...  

Visually Impaired Persons of 
Southwest Florida is a non-
profit rehabilitation center 
committed to ensuring blind 
and visually impaired persons 
have the tools, support and 
opportunities necessary to 
successfully achieve their  
desired level of independence. 
 

Contact Information  
35 W. Mariana Avenue,  

North Fort Myers, FL 33903 
(239) 997-7797 

E-Mail: aspencer@vipcenter.org 
E-Mail: mlincoln@vipcenter.org  

Website: www.vipcenter.org  

From the Executive 
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We l come  to  ou r  i n au gur a l 

newsletter! I want to personally invite 
you to read our brand new newsletter!  
We have so many exciting things  
happening at the Visually Impaired 
Persons (VIP) of Southwest Florida 
that I want you to experience.  In  
addition to the newsletter, we have a 

new website that you can also explore to learn about our many 
fantastic activities! 
 

Look for the announcement in our June newsletter of our new 
expanded service areas.  In addition, we will offer new  
programming that will benefit another segment of the visually  
impaired community.  Our mission of giving hope to people with 
visual impairment and blindness is reaching new heights with 
fresh and innovative ideas. 
 

Become part of the excitement. 
 

Sincerely, 

Douglas Fowler,  

Executive Director 6' 3ɀ2ɯ(-2(#$ 

(click below)  
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VIP-BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

Goodwill Industries 

chooses VIP as the 
ñ2009ò Business of the 
Yearò.  Each year 
Goodwill gives this 

honor to one local business that 
supports Goodwillôs mission. VIP 
was chosen because of the years of 
collaboration with  Goodwillôs  
Business Services Program and  
information technology services. 

 

Because of VIPs collaboration and 
commitment to people with disabili-
ties in our community, we felt it 
only natural to name VIP as our 
Business of the Yearò Says Rick 
Evanchyk, Senior Vice President of 
Administrative Services. 
 

VIP will be profiled in Goodwillôs 
2009 Annual Report and honored 
at their Annual Awards Luncheon in 
May. 

http://www.vipcenter.org/donate.htm
mailto:aspencer@vipcenter.org
mailto:mlincoln@vipcenter.org
http://www.vipcenter.org
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Staff Spotlight  exchanging their wedding vows on 
the beach in Newport, RI. They re-
cently welcomed a new addition to 
their family; a six month old Cocka-
poo named Pip. When DC is not at 
the VIP Center, you can spot her at 
the All American Dance Studio in Fort 
Myers. Herfavorite dances are the 
LatinBallroom such as; Rumba, Salsa, 
and the Cha Cha. 
 

Please take a moment to stop by and 
congratulate DC on her recent  
nuptialsé  
 

Lloyd and Sylvia first met when Sylvia was about 13 years 

old and Lloyd had just turned 16.  For Sylvia, it was love at 
first sight, she had always dreamed about marrying a man 

just like him.  For Lloyd it was a little different.  You see 
Lloyd was at Sylviaôs house, not to visit Sylvia, but to visit 

her older sister.  Buté As luck would have it, a few days 

later Lloyd literally ran right into Sylvia while skating at their 
local roller skating arena.  At first, after Sylvia tumbled to 

the ground all she could think about was how much her 
knee hurt, but after glancing up at the clumsy skater and 

realizing who the culprit was, ñOh my goshò she thought to 

herself, ñThat is Lloyd Mummert!ò, her pain magically 
disappeared.  Lloyd rushed to help her up and apologized 

for not paying better attention.  After that day Sylvia says ñI 
thought he hung the moon.ò  Three years later they were 

married.  

 
In 1984 they began coming to Florida in the winter months 

but sadly by 1998 Lloyd started losing his vision.  He soon 
found out the vision loss was being caused by an 

irreversible disease called Macular Degeneration.    

Diane ñDCò Colburn joined the VIP 

team in 2009 as the Transition Program  
Coordinator.  
 

DC moved here from Atlanta and is originally 
from New England. She graduated from Salus 
University in 2009 with her Masters in Vision 
Rehabilitation with a concentration in Low 
Vision. DC also has her ACVREP certification 
in Vision Rehabilitation. 
 

On May 7th, DC and her fiancé, Adnan will be 

A Client Love Story...  
 

Even worse, in a matter of six weeks Lloyd lost the major-

ity of his remaining vision.  ñThe first year was just terri-

ble; Sylvia said.  Lloyd couldnôt believe his situation and 
honestly thought he wouldnôt be able to handle it.  ñThe 

second year was betterò Sylvia said, ñbut he started to  
become very angry.ò   

 
In 2000 they discovered a tucked away rehabilitation  

center for the blind and visually impaired called ñThe VIP 

Center.ò  Through the help of Dr. Walker, Lloyd took the 
first step of getting his life back.  

 
Lloyd signed up for one of the 

centerôs many courses, and his 

new journey began.  ñThe  
counseling was great, the  

people were fantastic and the 
instructors were wonderfulò 

Lloyd stated.  They both admit 
that the VIP Center saved their 

marriage.     

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ5(/ɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ 
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everyone there all 

the credit for giving 

us back our hope  

ÈÕËɯÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȵɂ 
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Bring your bag lunch and join 

us for these informative 
monthly presentations. 

 
11:30 am ð12:30 pm  

V.I.P. Price Room  

May 18th  
Crystle Barrs,  

Assistive Technology Assistant 
 

June 22nd  
Sharon Harrington, Lee County 

Supervisor of Elections 

July 27th  
Allison Spencer, 

Community Relations Coor. 
 

August 24th  
Diane ñDCò Colburn, 

Journey Program Coordinator 
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Board of  
Directors  

 

DEBBIE CONRAD, President 
 
BILL CRYSLER, Vice President 
 
CYNTHIA CABO SELLERS, Secretary 
 
TOM HANSON, PHD, Treasurer 
 

Directors-at-Large 
EVAN CONNELL 

BOBBIE DAVIS 
FELIX GONZALEZ 

DR. ANGELA KAPLAN, OD 

FREDA VANPELt 
 

DOUGLAS FOWLER, Executive Dir 

Healthy Vision Month 

to Focus on Eye Exams  

 
May is Healthy  
Vision Month, a  
national eye health 

o b s e r v a n c e  
established by the 

National Eye Insti-
tute  (NEI) in May 

2003. NEI is one of the National 

Institutes of Health , an agency 
of the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services . 

Healthy Vision Month is designed 
to elevate vision as a health pri-

ority for the Nation. Millions of 
people living in the United 

States have undetected vision 

problems, eye diseases, and condi-

tions. Please join us in educating 
people in your community about 
the importance of comprehensive 

dilated eye exams in maintaining 

eye health and preserving sight.  

 
 

 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Burke 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ehmke 
Eulalia Evans 
Sadie Gerson 

Evelyn McBride 
 

In Loving Memory of Martha Piesco  

V.I.P. Donors 

United Way Meets 

Campaign Goal!  

The United Way of Lee, Hendry, and 
Glades has concluded the 2009-2010 
Campaign, exceeding the campaign goal, 
and raised $8,022,330. Joe Catti, 
President of FineMark National Bank and 
Trust and 2009-2010 United Way 
Campaign Chair.  At the goal 
announcement Catti said, ñOur 
community has done it again! In the 
toughest economy that we have faced in 
many years, the generosity of our friends 
and neighbors prevailed, and we raised 
$8,022,330. That is nothing short of 
extraordinary.ò  
 
ñWhat is more important than the fact 
that we made our goal is that the 72 
United Way Partner Agencies will receive 
their full allocation of funds. The needs 
in our community have increased 
significantly, and at the same time, many 
agencies have experienced reduced 
funding from both government and 
private sources. United Way Partner 
Agenciesô 160 programs will be fully 
funded and the needs will be met. A 
heartfelt óthank youô to all of the 
individuals, companies, communities and 
partner agencies for their generous 
contributions!ò 

http://www.nei.nih.gov/
http://www.nei.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/
javascript:neiWarning('http://www.healthyvision2010.nei.nih.gov/about_hv/index.asp')
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As selfishness and complaint  

pervert the mind, so love with its 

joy clears and sharpens the vision.  

 

~Helen Keller~ 

Did you Know?Did you Know?   

Thank you to our affiliates!  

Position Available  

Assistive Technology Supervisor  
 

General Responsibilities/ Essential Duties:   
Responsible for oversight and implementation of the 
center-based computer training lab at the main campus 
and satellite locations.  Responsible for creating and 
growing a comprehensive assistive technology program 
to address the needs of 21st century learners with vision 
impairments. 
 
Essential Functions:  Responsible for teaching all 
aspects of assistive technology & peripherals. (MAGic, 
JAWS, Zoomtext, Kurzwiel Readers, Scanners and 
others 

* Responsible for supervision of staff within the AT 
computer lab & department  

* Working with other instructors to ensure continuity of 
educational needs and requirements 
* Review and ensure program and curriculum meet 
various contract requirements and minimal competen-
cies 
* Manage the programôs budget 

* Conduct & write Assistive Technology assessments for 
a variety of users (college, vocational and recreational) 
* Assist with grant writing, research and proposals as 
related to the technology needs of the students and 
labs 
 

Education and/or Experience:  
BS in Computer Science/Assistive Technology preferred 
MS preferred with ACVREP Certification as CVRT or 
CLVT 2+ years in the field of Vision Rehab or related 
Rehab program Experience in program administration 
or implementation preferred.  
 

This position is full-time with benefits.   Our office hours 
are: 7.30a.m. - 5.30p.m., Monday through Thursday.  
Salary range:   $35,000 - $45,000.   
 

Contact:  
Margaret Ruhé Lincoln, Director of Operations  
mlincoln@vipcenter.org 

http://www.vipcenter.org/donate.htm
http://www.vipcenter.org/resources.htm
http://www.vipcenter.org/volunteer.htm
http://www.vipcenter.org/volunteer.htm
http://www.faasb.com/
http://www.unitedwaylee.org/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/dbs/
http://dhs.leegov.com/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.vipcenter.org/independantlivingskills.htm
mailto:mlincoln@vipcenter.org

